
Asian Australian Foundation ABN 35547026748 2 October 2017

ASIAN AUSTRALIAN 
FOUNDATION 

Dear  Supporter 

Welcome to our first newsletter, which we hope you will find informative. We recap on our 
inaugural Circle of Promise Grants Award dinner on 7 June 2017, welcome Wilkin Fon, Director 
of Jeanswest Corporation as part of our Circle of Friends and introduce a new initiative, The 
Gathering Circle. 
As we continue to build we thank each of our supporters and donors for their continued 
support, passion and commitment, each of whom are part of building a legacy that is the Asian 
Australian Foundation. 

Warm regards 
The Directors - Asian Australian Foundation 
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The Circle of Promise  
The Circle of Promise, an initiative and sub-fund of the Asian Australian Foundation 
(AAF), which brings together donors to make significant impact through the formation 
of a giving program has been successfully implemented.  Donors came together to 
commit their funds as part of the initiative which this year focused on grants to 
organisations working in the area of mental health.  

Through this initiative, donors not only learnt more about organisations servicing the 
needs of the community in the mental health area, but also deepened their 
understanding of the issues. 

The initiative also facilitated commonality of purpose through networking amongst 
donors and supporters,  encouraging awareness of and involvement in philanthropy 
amongst the Asian Australian community. 

Successful grantees from this initiative were announced at an inaugural Grants Awards 
Dinner at the RACV City Club on 7 June 2017 which was well attended by 175 
supporters from the community and industry. Mark Holden, who is part of our Circle of 
Friends was Master of Ceremonies and Carillo Gantner, AO was the keynote speaker, 
providing inspiration through sharing his and that of the Myer family’s journey and 
legacy in philanthropy and the impact of giving. 

Understanding of mental health issues was also enhanced by hearing from panel 
members made up of participants in the area including the successful grantees and 

www.aafoundation.org.au  
contact@aafoundation.org.au �2

More than 50% of 
donations received 
were granted out with 
most of the remainder 
retained to build 
corpus 

Grants to 
organisations in 
mental health area  

For further details on 
this initiative, see:  
http://
www.aafoundation.org.
au/about-the-circle/
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Trevor Clarke OAM,  Chairman of the Advisory Board of IMPACT, Centre for Innovation 
in Mental and Physical Health and Clinical treatment. 

Grants we made 

On 7 June 2017, through the Circle of Promise initiative AAF made the following grants: 

• A $10,000 grant to Anxiety Recovery Centre Victoria, a state-wide, specialist mental 
health organisation, providing support, recovery and educational services to people 
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Coming together to 
learn, network, and 
demonstrate 
leadership through 
giving
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and families living with anxiety disorders. The grant is to be used to fund multilingual 
eduction and workshops on mental health.  For details on their work, see http://
www.arcvic.com.au 

• A $10,000 grant to First Step a 
multi-disciplinary, not-for-profit 
medical clinic in St Kilda which 
assists patients overcome 
dependence on drugs or alcohol 
including mental health issues 
arising from such dependence.  A 
number of these patients are 
from the Vietnamese community 
and the grant will go towards part 
funding of a resource to assist 
patients.  For details of their work, 
see http://www.firststep.org.au. 
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The Circle of Promise committee 
continues with passion and has 
commenced planning for 2018! 

Contact us to be part of the Circle 
of Promise or to volunteer 

For more glimpses of the 
Grants Award Dinner see  
http://
www.aafoundation.org.au/
inaugural-awards-
dinner-2017/
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Grant to Western Chances 
AAF continued to be a major partner of Western Chances , an organisation that assists 
motivated young people in Melbourne’s Western suburbs realise their potential by providing 
scholarships, opportunity programs and ongoing support through a grant of $5,000.  For 
details on the work of Western Chances, see www.westernchances.org.au 

Expanding our Circle of Friends 
In May 2017  we welcomed Wilkin Fon, Director of Jeanswest Corporation to the AAF 
Circle of Friends to assist promote the work and lift the profile of AAF.  Wilkin is 
currently a member of the Victorian Board of the Australia China Business Council and 
the Museums Board of Victoria. He also chairs the Salvation Army Chinese Corporate 
and Philanthropic Committee.  For details of who is part of our current Circle of Friends, see 
http://www.aafoundation.org.au/circle-of-friends/ and also our patron, Dr. Charles Curwen 
CVO,OBE at http://www.aafoundation.org.au/patron/. 

The Gathering Circle 

As part of executing on the mission of AAF, we are launching an exciting new initiative – The 
Gathering Circle.  This initiative gathers women, particularly Asian Australian women together, 
to share their resources, knowledge and experience in a way that focuses on leadership 
through giving for the benefit of the wider community.     

It is about harnessing the desire, commitment and passion as women, to make a positive 
contribution.  It is “Women empowering Women through Giving”. 

Our inaugural “Fashion for A Cause” Event 

We are launching the Gathering Circle with a fabulous “Fashion for a Cause” event.  This 
fundraiser event  (which is not just for women as there will be fashion items for men on show as 
well!) will be on 25th October 2017 at The Gallery, 361 Little Lonsdale Street, Melbourne will 
feature local designers, fashion and a special demonstration from milliner sculptor Stefano 
Costabile direct from Calabria, Italy.    

Guests will have the opportunity to network and have drinks and canapés. Tickets are $150 per 
person and ticket sales from the event will raise funds for the AAF and auction proceeds will go 
towards a grant by AAF to a nominated charity. 

We hope you will come along to support this initiative and also spread the word and invitation 
to your friends. 

Details of event 
Full details of the event and how to book are set out below. 
http://www.aafoundation.org.au/about-the-gathering-circle/  
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TryBooking (to book tickets)  
https://www.trybooking.com/320863    
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Tickets $150 
Purchase by 19 October 17 at https://www.trybooking.com/SGQX 

The Asian Australian Foundation invites you to the launch of the Gathering Circle, an 
initiative that brings women together to empower women through giving. 

Experience a night of “Fashion for a Cause” of networking, fashion on the runway, auction 
of bespoke items and a demonstration by milliner sculptor Stefano Costabile direct 
from Calabria, Italy. Canapés, pastries and drinks will be served.  All funds raised through 
auction on the night will go towards a grant by the Foundation to a nominated charity. 
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The Gathering 
Circle 
25/10/2017 
7-10PM  
The Gallery 
361 Little Lonsdale Street, Melbourne

Major Event Sponsor

Stefano Costabile brought out by Global Association of International Artists www.artgaianet.org. 
PHOTO: Photographer: An LA of Ajphotography. Model:Laura Olivia Litchfield.  Hair & Make up:Nicky Edward. 

Dress by Stylist Lynette Pater. Hat by Stefano Costabile 

P A R T  O F  T H E  A S I A N  A U S T R A L I A N  F O U N D A T I O N

T H E  C I R C L E  O F  P R O M I S E
“ C O M I N G  T O G E T H E R  T O  G I V E  T O G E T H E R ”

T H E  

G A T H E R I N G
C I R C L E

W O M E N  E M P O W E R I N G  
W O M E N  T H R O U G H  G I V I N G

P A R T  O F  T H E  
A S I A N  A U S T R A L I A N
F O U N D A T I O N
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About the Asian Australian Foundation (AAF) 

AAF was founded in 2015 with a vision for a socially cohesive society that flourishes with the 
contributions of all.  

AAF is registered with and has received an approval tick from the Australian Charities and Not-
for-profits Commission (ACNC).  AAF is also endorsed by the Australian Tax Office as an item 2 
Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR). 

Purpose and mission 

AAF’s mission is to enable and promote collective giving in the Asian Australian community in 
order to “Give Voice and Inspire Change” on issues that matter by building bridges across 
community. 
Our aim is to strengthen the Asian Australian community by: 

• bringing together donors and resources to foster a robust collective and strategic culture 
of giving and social impact investment; 

• promoting social cohesion through dialogue, greater participation, inclusion and 
leadership amongst Asian Australians as part of the wider Australian society; 

• advancing social or public welfare through supporting organisations that serve the 
vulnerable and distressed in our community; and 

• supporting education, culture and the Arts. 

Promoting a culture of giving 

We are most effective united, working together. Thus, working with communities, leveraging our 
collective expertise and resources, AAF seeks to identify, raise awareness, understanding and 
address the issues and needs of those disadvantaged and requiring assistance in particular, 
within the Asian Australian community. 

Our aim is to create positive, meaningful and sustainable change for the benefit of our 
community. By facilitating and enabling philanthropy, the Foundation creates a legacy and 
platform for the input of Asian Australians as part of a wider Australian community to be 
recognised and acknowledged.  In so doing so, bridges will be built across the community.  

How you can help 

You can volunteer, donate, tell your friends and colleagues about AAF, participate in our 
fundraising events, be a sponsor or a Circle of Promise supporter.  For further information, 
please see www.aafoundation.org.au or contact contact@aafoundation.org.au 
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A s i a n  A u s t r a l i a n

F o u n d a t i o n
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