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Some people are impressed by their exquisite face and gorgeous costumes, while others are fascinated 
by the gold-like heart. Sitting and chatting with Cheri Ong, founder of the Asian Australian 
Foundation, people are involuntarily touched by her beauty. In 2015, KPMG, KPMG, has worked hard 
for many years in KPMG and founded the Asia-Pacific Foundation, which aims to continuously give 
and offer to build a harmonious society through charity. This is not only the ideal that AIA Foundation 
looks forward to, but also the most important feeling that Cheri has come along. 

Asian Australia Foundation, to spread the voice of 
Asians farther 

Cheri Ong, Founder, Asia Foundation, Victorian Multicultural Artist, Previously Head of Regulatory 
and Compliance at KPMG and Chief Operating Officer, Asia Pacific, KPMG Risk Management. She 
studied law and worked hard at KPMG's workplace for many years. She deeply felt how hard it is for 
an Asian to climb the climax of white society. 

Passing on the sound, enlightenment changes, Cheri said, this is her heart belongs. 

In 1983, Cheri came to Australia to study. The Asians in that era are quite different from what they are 
now. At that time, Monash University had more than 100 majors, basically only fewer than 5 
international students per year. Chinese restaurants can now be found everywhere, that time can only 
be found in Chinatown. Out of school, Cheri joins Minter Ellison, who remains one of the company's 
few Asian faces. This is the way she had gone through, of which the hardships, it goes without saying. 

Cheri said she would do something to leave something for generations to come if she said she did not 
make a difference in the professional field, so she would not be as shy as when it came to getting back 
on the road. 

The mission of the Asia-Pacific Foundation is to unite all Asian communities, make concerted efforts, 
voice together and eventually lead the society in a better direction. Sa sand tower, set axillary into 
Qiu. In Cheri's eyes, she feels that if all Asians can unite enough to change the world. 

"I want to create a platform for Asians living in Australia to show themselves," said Cheri. "They all 
are amazingly clever when looking at the top students in Australian institutions." As China rises And 
open its door, the world is suddenly filled with countless opportunities from China.But the last piece of 
the puzzle is unity.We do not get together in a strategic voice to tell the community we not only to 



strive for and achieve leadership, We must also make our contribution to this society in a more 
mainstream way. " 

"The footprints of Asians were engraved on Australian soil long ago, but we did not have as fast a foot 
on the table as formulating policies, and why? Partly because of our own mistakes, we may not 
Understand the rules of the game and maybe give up the struggle yourself or the Australian policy 
implications. But why do not we go through this hard journey and leave valuable experience for future 
generations? "Cheri said. 

Rights never come by charity, but by their own fight. If not now, when is it? If it is not our own Asians, 
who would that be? Cheri said that Australia is now our own homeland. We hope this home is like 
what we should go to how to build this home. 

And just as the Asia-Pacific Foundation advocates, as part of Australia's society, all people should 
work together to promote social cohesion through dialogue, participation, inclusion and leadership. 

"This era is the era of Asia's rise.I used to go to school, who cares about the Chinese New Year? Now, 
which mall is not greatly reduced during the Spring Festival to celebrate? This time is coming, we have 
to say, look, this is what we can do "Said Cheri. 

Circle of Promise , we are with you 

The Circle of Promise, an initiative of the Asia-Pacific Foundation and a subsidiary fund, brings 
together donors with a similar mission to make a huge impact by making donations to the appropriate 
charities. Through the Circle of Promise initiative, donors not only have the opportunity to gain a 
deeper understanding of the services of various agencies in the community for the needs of vulnerable 
groups, but also to be more connected with like-minded people and to form stronger Charity network. 

In June 2016, the first donation agency was the Western Chances charity in Melbourne. They are 
committed to helping disadvantaged Melbourne West children and youth get better education. Rhyll 
Dorrington, chief executive of Western Chances, said donations from the Asia-Pacific Foundation have 
profoundly changed the lives of five young men who are talented and motivated but have to deal with 
economic hardships. "Economic dilemmas are a gulf of education, and donors like the Asia-Pacific 
Foundation have affirmed the talents and talents of these children and their confidence in the outside 
world is assured." 

The Asia-Pacific Foundation is convinced that leadership is not a claim but a give. This is what Cheri 
hopes to leave for future generations. 

In 2017, the Asia-Pacific Foundation decided to invest funds raised by Circle of Promise into the area 
of mental health. Many Asians, including Chinese, have ignored this issue because of various 
traditional and realistic reasons. The Asia-Pacific Foundation hopes that through the Circle of Promise, 
it will awaken the attention of the Asian-Australian population to mental health. 

Depression, schizophrenia, anxiety disorders, personality disorders ... They threaten the mental health 
of millions of people, and some even threaten life. They may not take the initiative to seek help, but 
this does not mean that people should not "manage this idle business." 



"Why do we have to manage this piece of work? It touches on the essence of charity. We should 
manage this piece of business, to touch those people. We do not know what effect our" nosy "will 
eventually trigger. A drop of concern rescues one's soul, stops and listens to their voices, and if each 
one of us takes care of ourselves, what will this society be like? "Said Cheri. 

Cheri once talked to a former chairman of a mental health research center. He told Cheri that there is 
not much money invested in mental health in society, mainly because of poor understanding of mental 
illness in the medical field and people's consciousness. No matter what people, which religion, in 
which area, mental illness may spread to them. In this respect, everyone is equal, but people who are 
sick often do not talk about it. 

This requires Cheri placed more caring society hope to give them more attention, which is the meaning 
of charity: active, unconditional give and care. 

In fact, each individual also more or less put a lot of pressure on their shoulders, these pressures 
sometimes let them close to the unhealthy state of mind. But when people care for others through 
charity, the burden on themselves is much lighter; when people begin to believe in a world of harmony 
and mutual love, their own heart will also shine through the sun. 

"We will be traveling with you." This is what Cheri said and may be the warmest help for people with 
mental illness. 

Charity has never been far away from us 

Chinese Confucian Classics records: Avenue trip also, the world for the public, the election and the 
ability to say good faith reconciliation. Therefore, people are not only close to their own loved ones, 
they are not their only sons and daughters, so that their old age ends up with their own strengths. 
Young ministers, widows, orphans, lone, single and disabled people have their own support. This is the 
philosophy of the Chinese people who have worshiped for thousands of years. However, they are 
gradually falling down in the flashy materialism. Many people ask what is charity? Why do we 
unconditionally give our own things to others? 

Cheri said why not? 

Every one of us may have had such an experience when we were young: we could share the sweets or 
football we got with other children. Looking at everyone to share the convenience they provide to 
everyone, somehow happy. This purest feeling gets weaker with age. Charity, is to return to human 
nature, return to the most pure beauty. 

"Charity is for me, a culture and attitude that shapes others, and 10% of Australia's GDP is motivated 
by not-for-profit organizations, but many times you are not aware of it. In this world, the concept of 
giving , Are not mentioned in the business world, and young people actually prefer to live in a spirit-
filled society.People may say that my idea is utopian idealism, but I will not try without trial Just give 
up ... If we can educate young people properly, our future world will be a better environment, "Cheri 
said. 

Australia is a godsend, rich in natural resources and people's livelihood. Well-being is not measured by 
the amount of money it earns, but how much it is given to the community. Cheri asked if you have a lot 
of money, do you want to use them to buy more for yourself or to give the community a legacy of 
generations? 



Pan Shiyi said that using material methods to solve material problems can never be solved. It can not 
be maintained at one level and ends up in a dead-end alley. It will not work. Doing charity and public 
welfare should be our own spiritual needs, not for others, for our own spiritual progress and 
improvement. Otherwise, we only pursue at the material level and there is no result. 

It may be that many Chinese disagree about charity just as people ignore their mental health. The 
Chinese have brought capital into the Australian community, one after another in the high-rise 
buildings, and they have made huge profits. For the responsibility of giving back to the community, 
then a slight hindsight. 

Cheri once spoke at the World Chinese Economic Summit. In traditional Asian culture, doing charity 
often symbolizes wealth and status. In ancient times rich people opened the porridge factory, opened 
the store to put grain and received the boss's surname. People flock to you and worship you. However, 
it is unconditionally given to those who are now charities. 

"Today's young Asians have to learn that status, job title, and money are not symbols of success and 
having them all does not necessarily make our society better," said Cheri. 

During the interview, Cheri often does not say the answer to the question directly, but rather gives 
clues and inspiration to the answer. This is exactly the same as the theme of the foundation of the Asia-
Pacific Foundation that she founded: delivering sound and inspiring change. 

Charity is not far away from everyone. This is a collective journey and a personal practice. Cheri said 
maybe you are not ready yet, but charity has already built a seed of thought in your heart and we 
believe it can grow into a towering tree. 

 


